
California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense)
Legal Status:  Federally Threatened Species

Range on Former Fort Ord:  A total of 22 locations on approximately 40 
acres of former Fort Ord are known California tiger salamander (CTS) 
breeding sites (See Back).  Sub adults and adult CTS spend the dry  summer  
and fall months of the year aestivating (existing in a state of dormancy or 
inactivity in response to hot, dry weather) in the burrows of small mammals, 
such as California ground squirrels (Spermophilus beechyi) and Botta's pocket 
gopher (Thomomys bottae). 

Habitat: Vernal pools and ponds used in the winter and spring months.  
Upland habitats such as grasslands, oak savannahs, oak woodlands, and 
chaparral used during the dry months.

Size: Up to 208 millimeters (8.2 inches).  Coloration consists of white or pale 
yellow spots or bars on a black background on the back and sides.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Protection Measures

• Implement project-specific measures as required by the Biological                                                      
Opinions, Rights-of-Entry, Lease, or Deed

• Collection and possession of CTS by non-authorized persons is 
prohibited by the Endangered Species Act

• Define and respect work area limits to minimize impacts

• Minimize ground disturbances to avoid impacts to burrows within  2 
Kilometers of a known or potential CTS breeding pool

• Do not disturb, capture, handle, or move CTS

• Report immediately all salamanders including dead or injured 
salamanders to BRAC: 242-7920 or 7900.
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